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WOW!

Styrofoam spacecraft Icarus lifts off  
from Lake Monger, while its three young 
designers watch on. Photo: Rory Henderson

Bold space 
odyssey

Bold Park Community School students 
launched an epic adventure into space last week.

They attached a styrofoam box containing 
a camera and GPS to a helium-fi lled balloon 
which carried it 32km into the stratosphere.

Year 5 students Ben Sweet and Noah Dean, 
and Year 6 student Michael Cross, engineered 
the feat, with the help of physicist Jason 
Hoogland.

Students and staff watched as Icarus was 
released from the Lake Monger carpark at 
9.45am on Friday.

It was recovered in the bush near York.

What happened to Christmas?

Central Claremont at last 
has an impressive Christmas 
tree – donated by councillor 
Alistair Tulloch – but the 
shopping centre signs call it 
a community tree.

“They still can’t put the word 
Christmas on it,” said Chris Mews, 
a Claremont councillor who 
wanted religious symbols in the 
council’s Christmas decorations.

Back in October, Mr Mews 
was a lone voice on Claremont 
council when he wanted to make 
it clear that Christmas was the 
time to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus Christ.

“I don’t know why it’s so 
bloody hard to sort it out,” the 
exasperated councillor told the 
POST after the meeting.

“We’re losing track of where 
most of us come from.

 “Somehow in Australia this 
idea seems to be slipping away 
from us.

“What’s wrong with us?”
He said he didn’t like TV ads 

that referred to Christmas trees 
as “white trees”.

Businesses and department 
stores played Happy Holidays 
as though it was some kind of 
non-Christian event.

Lawyer set
for Cott seat

The Liberal Party has a front-
runner for the seat of Cottesloe 
after former premier Colin 
Barnett quits Parliament.

Mr Barnett recently met 
Emma Roberts about being a 
candidate, according to ABC 
political reporter Jessica Strutt.

Mr Barnett placed an ambigu-
ous ad in the POST this week 
thanking his constituents (see 
page 3).

He was expected to announce 
his intention to resign on Friday.

“I’ll have something to say 
tomorrow,” he told the POST 
on Thursday.

Ms Roberts, who lives in 
Cottesloe, is a senior lawyer 
with mining giant BHP.

She has had discussions with 
other senior Liberals about 
standing in the blue-ribbon 
seat, one of the safest Liberal 
enclaves in the state.

At the time of going to press 
she was reported to have not fi -
nally made up her mind to stand 
for pre-selection for the seat.

The electorate’s bounda-
ries take in North Fremantle, 
Mosman Park, Peppermint 
Grove and Claremont, most of 
Swanbourne, Mt Claremont, City 
Beach and Cottesloe.

Mr Barnett’s Liberal leader, 
Mike Nahan, is keen for a high-
quality candidate to become 
familiar with the seat well 
before the next state election 
in three years.

“I would like to see refresh-
ment in the seat of Cottesloe,” 
Mr Nahan said.

The Liberal and National 
parties were badly depleted at 
the state election in February 
this year, losing 26 seats and 
seven ministers, after which Mr 
Barnett resigned his leadership 
position.

Only 12 Liberals were left in 

Parliament.
Mr Barnett has made several 

public forays since the elec-
tion, criticising Premier Mark 
McGowan for saying he would 
abandon the premier’s offi ces 
in Hale House near Parliament 
House, and more recently 
criticising the quality of his 
own Cabinet during his second 
four-year term.

Name a school
What should we call the new 

high school in Subiaco, to be 
built next to Subiaco Oval?

The government has given it 
a working name of the Inner 
City College, awkward and naff 
as it is.

At the POST, we believe 
our readers can come up with 
something better.

Obvious names that come to 
mind are Subiaco High School 
and Subiaco College – and one of 
those may well be the fi nal label.

But whatever name is chosen, 
it will be the beginning of a long 
tradition.

Suggestions can be emailed 
to letters@postnewspapers.
com.au by 5pm next Tuesday, 
December 19.

A bottle of great wine to the 
person whose name is chosen 
by our judges. 

Then it’s over to the govern-
ment.

■  See full report pages 30-31

• Please turn to page 93
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Not a mention of Christmas on the 
Claremont community tree.

By BRET CHRISTIAN

• Please turn to page 17

■ Taliban Tarts shock shoppers – p17

BARNETT TIPPED TO STAND DOWN

Emma Roberts Colin Barnett



Public Notice

watercorporation.com.au

Planned traffic interruptions –  

Water Corporation work in Subiaco

Water Corporation is making a significant investment in Subiaco 

to proactively refurbish and renew water, wastewater and drainage 

infrastructure. This essential work will ensure Subiaco has a secure, 

reliable water, wastewater and drainage network well into the future.

This work includes a new soakage drain to be constructed under the 

centre of the road on Churchill Avenue between Townshend Road and 

Axon Street. It will protect local homes and businesses against flooding. 

The drain was first installed around 100 years ago and this work will 

increase its capacity to store water during storm events. 

Construction of the drain is expected to begin from January and is 

expected to take around five months to complete. 

Traffic management will be in place around the site in early to mid-

December and then again from January for the duration of the project. 

•  Access to the street from both directions will be maintained throughout 

December. Redirections around small work areas on the street will be  

in place occasionally. Traffic controllers will be on site to assist with 

traffic flow.

•  From January a full road closure will be in place preventing through 

traffic down Churchill Avenue. Local traffic to properties will be 

maintained via both Townshend Road and Axon Street.  

Residents and visitors to the area are likely to experience increased noise, 

dust and vibrations at various times throughout construction. 

For more information on this project and other projects in Subiaco: 

- visit watercorporation.com.au/workinsubi

- call 9420 2587.

Dali Haute Parfumerie

Paris

P 9384 6840 

Cnr Wellington and Manning, Mosman Park

Mosman Park 
PHARMACY

Dali Haute Parfumerie has just been honoured with the title of World 

Favourite Perfume for 2017. The beautiful fusion of high end French 

Perfume with the inspirational art of Dali.

Experience the Unique at Mosman Park Pharmacy. 

A Priceless Gift Idea for Christmas

THE JEWELS COLLECTION

THE FABULOUS COLLECTION

THE DALIGRAMME COLLECTION
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UWA hits goal of $400million … to Bold-ly go UWA has hit its target of raising 
$400million in four years.

The New Century Campaign was 
a fundraising scheme launched 
in October 2013 to support the 
university’s work in perpetuity.

More than 12,000 donors con-
tributed.

UWA chancellor and New 
Century Campaign chair Michael 
Chaney said the campaign has 
been a great example of the UWA 
community coming together for 
long-term benefi t.

“Thank you all so much for your 
generous contributions,” he said.

Pre-launch jitters … Principal Paul Whitehead, Ben Sweet, Michael Cross and Noah Dean with 
Styrofoam spacecraft Icarus.
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home
gift
wedding
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interior styling

Ester & Erik candles are 

self-extinguishing and 

burn with a beautiful 

steady flame. Once 

the candles are lit they 

create an atmosphere 

and make any occasion 

a special one. Choose 

your colours and create 

a rainbow with candles.

Qlocktwo makes you stop and look 

at time in a different way. More than 

20 languages available. Multiple 

design award winning Qlocktwo is a 

functional piece of art. Designed to 

create a sophisticated feel to suit our 

modern lifestyle at home or  

in the office.

Each Fink item is individually hand finished which 

results in an object embedded with its own unique 

characteristics. Every design is a work of art, 

visually exciting and exclusive.

FINK four seasons 

vases, trays and 

beakers.

ESTER & ERIK candle collection. 

Cone, taper and pillar shapes available.

QLOCKTWO 

creator’s edition 

vintage copper 

and rust.
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where no box has gone before 

A styrofoam box on a string 
soared into the stratosphere 
from Bold Park Community 
School last week.

It was attached to a helium-
fi lled balloon, which carried the 
box with a camera and GPS to 
roughly 32km above sea-level.

The camera captured spec-
tacular aerial shots of the city, 
the coast and the bush on its 
three-hour journey.

Year 5 students Ben Sweet and 
Noah Dean, and Year 6 student 
Michael Cross, engineered the 
feat, with the help of physicist 
Jason Hoogland.

Also in the box were a Lego 
fi gurine and a letter from Santa, 
in case someone else found the 
box fi rst.

The three boys had decided 
in Term 1 that they wanted to 
send something into space, and 
it took them most of the school 
year to bring the plan together.

They had to get approval 
from the Civil Aviation Safety 
Authority, which attracted in-
terest from airlines.

“I got a couple of calls,” 
teacher Rhys George said.

“They were trying to eliminate 
any confl ict in the air, and they 
were also pretty curious about 
what we were doing.”

Students and staff watched as 
Icarus was released from the 
Lake Monger carpark at 9.45am 
on Friday.

GPS data shows it drifted 

southwest for 21 minutes while it 
ascended into the stratosphere, 
before being caught by the jet 
stream and whisked eastward.

It passed Perth Airport at 
10.38, at an estimated height of 
13,680m. 

By 10.46, it had passed 
Mundaring Weir.

When the balloon finally 
burst over the Great Southern 
Highway, a parachute deployed 
and carried the payload safely 
back to Earth.

“It came down in Wandoo 
National Park near York,” Mr 
George said.

“We had to go bush-bashing 
for a couple of hundred metres 
off the highway before we found 
it in a tree.

“The GPS and camera were 
still freezing, they were super 
icy cold.”

Icarus made it back to Bold 
Park just before the end of the 
last day of term.

“The kids were so excited, the 
whole day they were absolutely 
buzzing,” Mr George said.

“The whole school got behind 
them.”

By BEN DICKINSON

Rhys George retrieved the payload from a tree in Wandoo National Park.

“The GPS and camera were still 
freezing,” teacher Rhys George said.

Icarus captured spectacular aerial photos on its journey to the stratosphere.


